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VISITING ARTIST SERIES 1999-2000 
Fritz Gearhart, violin 
John Owings, piano 
Sonata for Violin and Piano 
Allegro vivo 
Intermede: Fatasque et Zeger 
Finale: Tres anime 
Claude Debussy 
(1862-1918) 
Sonata No. 2 for Violin and Piano, Op. 34 Robert Casadesus 
(1899-1972) 
Allegro vivo 
Allegretto a capriccio 
Adagio 
Allegro molto 
(This performance is given in honor of the centennialof the composer's birth.) 
INTERMISSION 
Le Printemps for Violin and Piano 




Allegro quasi presto 
New Recital Hall 







Robert Casadesus (1899-1972) 
Born in Paris to a highly artistic family, Robert Casadesus seemed 
destined to make an imprint on 20th-century music. His father and six 
of his aunts and uncles were musicians and composers; his grandfather, 
though an accountant by trade, was a musician at heart who played 
violin and published texts on guitar technique. Steeped in this 
environment in his early childhood, young Robert learned quickly and 
his talents soon became apparent. 
He completed all his musical studies at the Paris Conservatory, 
where he studied composition with Xavier Leroux and piano with 
Louis Diemer. He distinguished himself by winning the Premier Prix 
in piano at age 14, and the Premier Prix in harmony and Grand Prix 
Diemer shortly thereafter. 
After completing his studies, he embarked on a concert career, touring 
Western Europe, North Africa, the Soviet Union, South America and 
Canada. His United States debut came in 1935, when he performed 
with the New York Philharmonic. In the audience was Arturo 
Toscanini, who immediately engaged the young pianist to return the 
following year-with Toscanini himself as conductor. Robert 
Casadesus' performances-many of which can be heard on his 
numerous recordings-were hailed for their clarity, elegance, 
simplicity, directness and absolute fidelity to the composer's text. 
Although his performances brought him the greatest renown, Robert 
Casadesus was also a talented and prolific composer. His 
compositions have been noted for their balanced experimentation with 
modem musical vocabulary, exploring dissonance and modality but 
never allowing virtuosity to overshadow the whole. He completed 
seven symphonies, as well as a number of concertos, preludes and 
sonatas for both piano and other instruments. For his achievements, 
he was named a commander of the Legion d'Honneur, a commander of 
Belgium's Ordre de Leopold and was honored with Germany's Brahms 
Medal. 
THE ARTISTS 
The Owings-Gearhart Duo was formed in 1989. Their continuing 
musical collaboration has most recently produced a 1998 compact disc 
release of the music of Quincy Porter on KOCH International Classics. ( 
NetRadio called the disc "first-class chamber music played by first-
class artists ." Jn March of this year, a live performance of this 
material was featured on NPR's Performance Today. The duo is 
beginning work on a new compact disc project featuring the music of 
French composer Robert Casadesus due out in the fall of 2000. Owings 
and Gearhart continue to be heard together and separately in concert 
halls all over the United States, and their September 21 performance 
marks their third consecutive appearance on the Mid-America Series 
at Weill Hall. The New York Concert Review remarked of th eir 
January 12, 1999 performance of the Grieg sonatas: "Gearhart's clean 
violin tone proved an unmitigated delight, Owings, with rare 
empathy, put forth a crystalline, singing piano sonority and 
dovetailed beautifully with his partner. .. This was a superlative 
evening of music making-a real pleasure!" 
Fritz Gearhart is among the third generation of professional musicians 
in his family. He received his master's degree and the prestigious ( 
Performer's Certificate from the Eastman School of Music where he 
studied with Donald Weilerstein. Mr. Gearhart's earlier studies were 
at the Hartt School of Music; there he was a pupil of Charles Treger, 
and worked closely with members of the Emerson String Quartet. 
An accomplished performer and chamber musician, Mr. Gearhart has 
been heard in major halls around the country, including Alice Tully 
Hall, Carnegie Recital Hall, the 92nct Street Y, as well as the Terrace 
Theater at the Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts. Three 
compact discs featuring Mr. Gearhart were released in 1996 on the 
Koch International, Centaur and Albany labels. All have been met 
with enthusiastic praise from the press: "Gearhart is a bold assertive 
player ... a powerful exponent" (Strad May '97), "Sensitive, 
intelligent playing" (Orbis Internet June '96, "deeply committed and 
wholly convincing" (Fanfare September '96). His earlier performances 
as first violinist of the Chester String Quartet were also widely ( 
acclaimed by the press and singled out as highlights of the 1989 
American String Quartet Congress. Mr. Gearhart's work with the ( 
quartet can be heard on a 1992 compact disc of American string quartets 
also on Koch International. 
Mr. Gearhart also maintains a busy performance schedule as soloist 
and recitalist. Tastefully blending his own personality with the 
historical perspective, critics and audiences have responded 
enthusiastically to his performances. "What made the Mozart 
extraordinary [Concerto No. 5 in A major] was the beautifully 
I supported airiness of the musical line, the sure sense of purpose and 
destination as that line evolved, the deft turns of phrase, and the 
control of tonal coloration" reported the Buffalo News. The Raleigh 
Spectator remarked of the Ravel Sonata for Violin and Cello: "a tour 
de force: such flawless, effortless playing ... ", and the Raleigh News 
and Observer, " . .. a performance long to be remembered." Mr. 
Gearhart has often been heard on National Public Radio including 
live broadcasts on WFMT Chicago and WQXR New York. Mr. 
Gearhart is currently on the faculty of University of Oregon. 
John Owings consistently wins enthusiastic praise from audiences and 
critics for his exciting pianism and sensitive artistry. "Real spiritual 
elation" was how the London Daily Telegraph described his playing 
of the Elliott Carter piano sonata. The Cleveland Plain Dealer called 
his playing a "fine blend of technical brilliance with expressivity" 
and the Houston Post, reviewing his performance of the Ravel G Major 
\ concerto, said that "the audience was spellbound." 
Since making his orchestral debut with the San Antonio Symphony at 
the age of 15, Mr. Owings has appeared as soloist with the symphony 
orchestras of Cleveland, Chicago, Dallas, Denver, Fort Worth, 
Houston, and the Boston Pops, the English Chamber Orchestra and the 
National Symphony Orchestra of Colombia. He has performed 
recitals in major cities in the United States, Europe and the Far East 
and has been a guest artist at music festivals in Alaska, Oregon, 
' Mexico and Colombia. He recently had two compact disc recordings 
released by Koch International Classics - The American Piano: the 
sonatas of Barber, Copland and Carter, and The Unpublished 
Manuscripts of Quincy Porter, with violinist Fritz Gearhart. 
The recipient of many prestigious awards and prizes, Mr. Owings won 
first prize in the 1975 Robert Casadesus International Piano 
Competition in Cleveland and was a member of the jury for that 
competition in 1983 and 1991. Other first prize honors include the 1968 
London Liszt Society Competition and the Musical Arts Competition in 
Chicago in 1980. In 1993 he was selected to be a Steinway Artist. 
Following his early musical training in his native Texas, John Owings 
studied at the Royal College of Music in London as a Fulbright 
Scholar. Later, his studies took him to Switzerland, Italy and The 
Juilliard School, where he received his master's degree. His teachers 
have included Dalies Frantz, Rosina Lhevinne, Martin Canin, Karl 
Leifheit, Geza Anda and Wilhelm Kempff. 
An experienced teacher as well as concert artist, John Owings was 
formerly a member of the faculty of the Oberlin Conservatory of 
Music, Pianist-in-Residence at Indiana University South Bend, 
currently holds the Herndon Professorship of Music and Coordinator ot 
Piano at Texas Christian University in Fort Worth. In 1993, the 
University conferred upon him its highest award, the Chancellor's 
Award for Distinguished Research and Creative Activity, for his 
performances of the 32 Beethoven sonatas. 
